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been hypnotized. But still the intense cramps which had 
made life miserable continued; nothing but morphine 
would relieve her, and she became a morphine habitue. 
She was very much exhausted physically, and her nerv¬ 
ous system was completely disorganized when she came 
to Eichholz for treatment. He discovered that her uterus 
was enlarged and introverted, while on the posterior side 
was a sub-peritoneal fibroid tumor, and the left ovary was 
enlarged and painful. Treatment by use of pessary 
was first given, then hypnosis, but without success. She 
grew worse, necessitating hospital care, and after a winter 
spent at Rostock, where only by the use of morphine 
and chloroform could a bearable condition be realized, 
the operation was at last agreed to. On examination 
the original fibroid was found much enlarged, while two 
smaller ones had also appeared. The three fibroids, to¬ 
gether with both ovaries, and their tubes were removed. 
The right ovary was normal, but the left was much en¬ 
larged and in a state of chronic inflammation. It did not 
seem advisable to reduce the quantity of morphine until 
after the fifth day, when its gradual reduction began. 
The patient improved gradually, and excepting at the 
menstrual periods, when the tormenting pains would 
appear, she was in a condition to appreciate life. These 
distressing pains disappeared entirely at the end of a 
year. Her mental and physical condition improved 
steadily, and with this improvement the desire for mor¬ 
phine or other narcotics disappeared. It is worthy of 
note that the menses were unaffected by the use of mor¬ 
phine during all these years. Thus controverting Lutland, 
who says they are suppressed in morphine habitues. 
The transition to convalescence was gradual and perma¬ 
nent, showing the cure was by removing the cause. F. P. N. 

ANATOMICAL. 

On the Histology of the Spinal Cord of Man .— 
Dr. G. Mingazzini, of the University of Rome, comes to 
the following conclusions regarding the histological 
elements of the spinal cord : 

I. That the network of the anterior horns is composed 
almost entirely of terminal fibres which place the cerebro¬ 
spinal and spino-muscular systems in relation with each 
other. 

II. That all the groups of cells of the anterior horns 
are motor. 
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III. That the commissure is composed of two parts. 
A dorsal portion formed by the crossing of a portion of 
the posterior root fibres, and a ventral, formed in part by 
by the prolongations of the cells of the anterior horns 
and of the anterior root fibres. W. C. K. 

A Contribution to the Study of the Anastomo¬ 
sis between the Ulnar and Median Nerves ill the 
Palm of the Hand. — From a careful study of the 
anastomosis of the nerves of the palm of the hand, 
Dr. Enrique Tomu arrives at the following conclusions : 

I. That the anastomosis between the ulnar and 
median nerves in the palm of the hand is constant. 

II. That the anastomosing branch arises indifferently 
from the ulnar and median. 

III. That its position, direction, length and size are 
very variable. 

IV. That for these reasons it is not possible to give a 
typical description of this anastomosis as various authors 
have done .—Anales del Circulo Medico Argentino , Dec., 1892. 

W. C. K. 

• SURGICAL. 

Trepanation of the Vertebra in Spondylitis. 
—Prof. Kraske, “ Med. Chirurg. Rundschau,” No. 24, 
December, 1892. He reports the case of a boy, aged 
thirteen, who had been operated upon one and one-half 
years ago, by trepaning the vertebral column, for abscess 
in the vertebral canal. Paraplegia was, at that time, 
complete. Three vertebral arches were resected, and a 
tuberculous abscess with sequesters of bone was found. 
The cord was drawn to one side, and after emptying the 
abscess, by spooning, was returned to its place; normal 
position and pulsation being obtained. Shortly after the 
operation the functions of the bladder returned, so that 
catheterization was no longer necessary; mobility and sen¬ 
sibility returned gradually, and, after fourteen days, im¬ 
provement was very noticeable. Later, however, depre¬ 
ciation began anew. A supplemental deviation of the 
vertebral column was treated by extension, with good 
results. After remaining stationery for some time, the 
symptoms, have, in the last few months, shown great im¬ 
provement, so that the patient, whose wound has entirely 
healed, can go about with the aid of a corset support. 
Kraske says the number of cases, in which such proced¬ 
ures are applicable, are relatively small, and in those 
only where compression is not due to acute angle in the 



